




 
 

SUMMARY OF TREASURY OFFSET PROGRAM CHILD  
SUPPORT COLLECTION ACTIVITY 

 
Collections - Financial Management Service (FMS) offsets federal tax refund payments and 
certain non-tax payments to collect past due child support obligations under its Treasury 
Offset Program (TOP).  In fiscal year 2003, total TOP collections for delinquent child 
support obligations from both tax and non-tax payments were $1.52 billion.   The amount 
collected by offset since the publication of the Executive Order in September 1996 through 
fiscal year 2003 totals $9.6 billion. 
 
The amount collected through offset in fiscal year 2003 was greater than the amount 
collected in fiscal year 2002 due to the $121 million collected from the offset of advance 
child tax credit payments, i.e., tax rebates.  It is noted that while there were no tax rebates in 
fiscal year 2002, in fiscal year 2001 advance refunds of credit payments were made to 
taxpayers which accounted for $264 million in additional collections. 
  
Collections from non-tax payments for fiscal year 2003 totaled $3.1 million, slightly more 
than the $3.0 million collected in fiscal year 2002.  
 
State Participation – The dollar amount of delinquent child support debts referred to FMS 
for collection from non-tax federal payments increased from $32.8 billion at the end of fiscal 
year 2002 to $34.8 billion at the end of fiscal year 2003.  The number of cases submitted to 
FMS for non-tax offset in fiscal year 2003 totaled 3.2 million.  This number is only slightly 
less than the 3.4 million cases that were submitted to FMS for non-tax federal payment offset 
in fiscal year 2002.  
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